D. B., female, aged 10 weeks. The child is one of twins, the other being normal. There are an enormous number of angiomata of various sizes scattered over the whole body: there are also some on the mucous membrane of the mouth.
Discuss8on.-The PRESIDENT asked whether, in the experience of Members, cavernous angiomata disappeared spontaneously. He saw a large number in infants and children which were removed with carbon dioxide snow and other methods of treatment, but he had rarely seen them in the adult. Dr. Barber's case of multiple angiomata.
IDr. A. M. H. GRAY said that in many of these cases the condition disappeared entirely. A small relative of his own had a large vascular neevus, occupying the whole of the back of one hand. The doctor who saw it originally wanted to have it treated, but the speaker advised against it. At two years of age there remained no trace of it. He had seen that kind of thing happen repeatedly. Unless there was somne special reason for treating the condition it was his custom to hold his hand for a year or two.
(The publication of this case was deferred in order that the illustration might be included.) [November 20, 1930.] Extensive Lupus Vulgaris treated with Radium by Surface Radiation In addition to the visible lesions, the nose was partly destroyed and both nostrils were completely occluded. The mouth had contracted to a small opening, so that the diet had to be fluid. He breathed through his mouth with a whistling noise. Wassermann reaction negative.
Treatment.-A Columbia paste mask, 15 mm. thick, was made for the face, a hole being left for the mouth to allow breathing.
On this mask were scattered: 10 needles of 1 mgm. of radium, 5 of 1 5 mgm., 6 of 2 mgm., 7 of 0 5 mgm. (equal to 33 mgm. of radium element).
The mask was worn for some hours each day, being removed for feeding, sleeping and washing.
July 20, 1930.-After three months' treatment 16,869 mgm.-hours of radium had been given, and the disease had disappeared from the face except for a small area around the mouth, over which no radiumn had been applied; even in this area great improvement had taken place. The patient was discharged for two montlhs, but was re-admitted, and has worn a small plaque over his mouth with long radium needles, bridging across the space left for breathing. His present condition is seen in figure 2.
[Mr. FITZWILLIAMS showed ten further cases of rodent ulcer, and one of Paget's disease of the nipple, all treated by radium with satisfactory results.]
Discu88ion.-Dr. H. C. SEMON said there might be an indication for the use of radium in lupus verrucosus. He had successfully treated one case of recurrent lesions on the knuckles about six months ago and there had been no relapse to date.
Dr. R. T. BRAIN said that a scheme of dosage of radium in the treatment of rodent ulcer was not generally established. Unscreened flat radium applicators had been successfully used for this purpose in dermatological practice for nearly thirty years, and the good results of such treatment were well known. However, more recently, screened radium had been used in the form of platinum radon seeds or radium needles, such as those employed by Mr. Fitzwillisms. The radiations from such a source consisted almost entirely of gamma rays, and, as these rays had much more penetrative power than the beta rays, the absorptionand consequent effect upon the tissues-of gamma rays were so much less. Therefore one would expect to give a much longer exposure when using screened radium. Instead of a few hours' exposure to an unscreened radium plate in close skin apposition, radon seeds or radium needles were applied or inserted for several days. It was accepted that a rodent ulcer was remarkably susceptible to the action of radium, and therefore large doses were not necessary or desirable in treatment. For a rodent ulcer not exceeding 1 cm. in diameter 100 mgm.-hours of screened radium was about the right dose. This dose was often greatly exceeded, and unnecessarily massive dosage was, in his opinion, the principal feature of the cases shown to-day. Some of the cases already showed considerable atrophy of the treated skin, and in one of them there was a little horny papule set in a vascularized atrophic scar.
Large doses of irradiation were naturally indicated when dealing with tumours outside the province of dermatologists, especially when such tumours were squamous-celled carcinomata. A number of small squamous-celled epitheliomata and tar epitheliomata had been successfully treated with radon and radium in Dr. O'Donovan's clinic.
With regard to the treatment of Mr. Fitzwilliams' case of lupus vulgaris, he agreed that the dose of irradiation given was so enormous that severe atrophic changes must inevitably result, and, although the development of squamous-celled epithelioma upon a radium scar was a rare occurrence, yet one felt that the pathology of the treated skin was the same as that following an excessive dose of X-rays.
A few cases of lupus vulgaris had been treated by radon seeds in Dr. O'Donovan's clinic, and it was found essential to cause somne necrosis of tissue in order to produce favourable results. This is what one might anticipate, for the peculiar virtue of radium apparently consisted in its action on cells undergoing rapid mitosis, and this was not a characteristic or essential feature of a granulomatous inflammation of the skin. Therefore one would not expect radium to have a selective action on lupus vulgaris. A case of lupus verrucosus had been treated with unscreened radon seeds in order to produce necrosis, and the result was promising. By this technique the destructive process affected all the tissues, both healthy and diseased, as well as the invading organisms, and the same effect could be obtained by diathermy with this difference, that the application of radon was painless at the time, although quite painful later.
Mr. DUNCAN FITZWILLIAMS (in reply) said he would have thought that radium acted in a manner totally different from that mentioned by Dr. Brain. Radium was an antiseptic, and, if it was placed near a bacterium, the organism would not grow. He attributed the satisfactory effect of radium, in cases of lupus, to its action on the bacillus itself, more especially on any form of cell. He thought its action here was quite different from itaction in a case of carcinoma. The patient has been in perfect health for over ten years at least. Wassermann reaction negative. The menstrual periods began at the age of 13, and have been normal ever since.
October, 1929.-Mercury vapour light treatment was begun. The hair began to grow in about one month, and improvement has been progressive.
(II) Male, aged 27. All hair fell from the body, within about six months, at the age of 13. Pubic hair grew at age of 17. One year ago the scalp was treated by mercury vapour light. Tbe hair began to grow within two months. The* iesthetic effect is now quite good. The occiput is still very thinly covered, but this did not receive much treatment. Eyebrows and eyelashes have grown to some extent, but limbs have remained quite bare. Wassermann reaction negative.
Dr. W. J. O'DoNovAN said that in alopecia areata, mild or severe, he considered general light therapy of the greatest assistance. He had five patients with alopecia totalis of from two to seven years' duration who had done well, but it had required two years' continuous general treatment for the more severe cases. He was not convinced that local applications were more efficacious than rubefacient or blistering treatment.
Plexiform Neuroma.-HENRY CORSI, F.R.C.S. Patient, male, aged 25. One year ago a tumour began to grow on the forearm, on the line of the ulnar nerve. It feels like a flat disc of tangled string, lying beneath the skin, but superficial to the muscles. It has a diameter of 1' in. Erythema Elevatum Diutinum.-ALICE CARLETON, M.B. The patient, a male, aged 38, developed a nodule on his left arm in October, 1929. When seen in November, he showed a raised vivid erythematous ring of rubberlike consistency, surrounding a flat, slightly pigmented centre. Its dimensions were then 4 by 5 in. The epidermis was movable, though not freely, over the induration, which itself was quito easily movable on the deeper tissues. The ring appeared to widen and break up into scattered nodules. Some of these have now disappeared, but some are still present. In February, June and August of the following year, lesions appeared on the right side of the chest, the back of the neck and the interscapular region. Their appearance and evolution are similar, except
